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Shamrock Skibb
RETURN OF IRISH MASS APPRECIATED

Next meeting: 
Monday, April 22 

7:00 p.m. 
The Village Grille
801 Hoffman Rd.

Presentation by 
Botanical Gardens 
Education Manager 

Lisa Gustke 
Bring: 

Pantry donations

Photo above is the from the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade festivities. 
More on the parade inside. Photos 
at left are from the Irish Mass and 
Breakfast with Fr. Peter Ambling, 
O.Pream and Erin O’Connor.

 by Nancy Williquette
The annual Irish Mass and Breakfast on Sunday, March 10 was a 
success. After its absence last year, attendees were in good form for 
the return. 
The mood was festive as members and guests gathered in Fort 
Howard Theater at the Bemis Center on the St. Norbert College 
campus. The Mass in honor of St. Patrick was celebrated by Fr. 
Peter Ambling, O.Pream and with Erin O’Connor, daughter of Tim 
and Lori, as the Mass server.
Darling young children carried baskets of shamrocks to adorn the 
altar. Music was provided by Dawn Koepp on keyboard. Club 
members distributed Eucharist and gave the readings. 
Fr. Peter spoke about St. Patrick’s role in bringing Christianity to 
Ireland. He also noted that our patron saint also made an impact on 
his home country of Holland. 
After Mass all went upstairs to the beautiful Hendrickson Dining 
Room. A traditional Full Irish Breakfast was on buffet with savory 
ham being carved and sweet scones for all. Young and old enjoyed 
the feast at dining tables that were happily dressed in shamrocks. 
(Continued next page.)
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FESTIVITIES (Continued)

EASTER IN IRELAND 
Customs and Traditions 

    by Sr. Annice McClure
As in most countries now, Easter in Ireland is 
celebrated with easter liturgy, easter eggs and 
easter bunnies. It is considered a “bank holiday” 
as Monday after Easter is usually a day off. But 
long ago—and not so long ago—Easter was 
celebrated in many different ways. 
On Good Friday people would walk barefoot and 
keep silence until 3 p.m. A herring procession 
was held on Holy Saturday since meat was not 
allowed during Lent, and could soon be enjoyed 

again. Fish—the Herring—would be paraded in 
the streets and a “funeral” of sorts would be held 
to signal the end of abstinence from meat. And 
on Easter Sunday people would dance in the 
streets for a prize of a special cake as a reward. 
Other Customs and traditions: 
On Good Friday no work was permitted in the 
fields; only in the house as needed. Then the 
house was cleaned and even white washed at 
times.  A small amount of crop seed would be 

Our entertainment for the breakfast was the gifted Kathy Mallon who treated us to storytelling and 
her award-winning poetry. Kate’s spoken poems were beautiful and rich, Irish Tweed, The Burren, High 

Crosses, and Men of Erin, and more. Her storytelling 
captured the audience. In Road of Hope she spoke 
of “bittersweet leaving” that our Irish ancestors 
faced “not knowing what the future holds. We are 
all connected to immigrants,” she said.
An immigrant himself, Fr. Peter shared a bit about 
himself and his life as a diocesan priest in Holland. 
He joined St. Norbert Abbey in 2017 where he is a 
novitiate. “A three-year tryout,” as he put it. He 
serves as chaplain at SNC and for hospital call. 
Dawn Koepp treated the group to Irish music on 
piano to complete the occasion.

Much appreciation goes out to 
event chair Sr. Annice 
McClure, planning committee 
members, and volunteers for 
putting together the 
celebration.
Pictured at top left Fr. Peter 
Ambling O.Pream, top right 
Theresa Sincoular with her 
granddaughter, bottom left 
Communion at Mass, and 
bottom right poet Kathy 
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May 4, 2019 
Joe Cullen, 8:00 p.m. at Ennis Inn & Pub, 
De Pere

Club Calendar 
May 22, 2019 
Monthly club meeting & program TBD.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

planted—even tho too early—so the rest of the 
crops during the year would be blest. 
Eggs laid on Good Friday were marked with a 
cross. They were cooked and given to each 
person to eat on Easter Sunday. People would 
visit holy wells, and graveyards on Good Friday 
and pubs were closed. 
On Holy Thursday holy water was blessed and 
persons who drank three sips of it would enjoy 
good health all during the year. Cinders from the 
fire that day were brought to church and blessed 
so the family hearth would be blessed with food 
all year long. And of course the “funeral” for the 
herring was held. 
On Easter Sunday chilren would roll eggs down a 
hill in competition and then afterward consume 
them. A pail of water would be placed in the sun. 
The water was then swirled so it appeared the 
sun was dancing along with the dancers. The 
children would make a cluideog (small hut) in 
which they colored their eggs. The shells from 

the eggs eaten would be saved and put on the 
May bush. For some Irish folk Easter has another 
major significance. It is the time to remember 
the Easter Sunday uprising of 1916. This was a 
turning point in Irish history when Ireland 
finally fought for independence from Britain and 
became a republic. The uprising mainly took 
place in Dublin in front of the post office. One 
can still see the bullet holes produced that day in 
the walls. The Irish patriots were arrested and 
imprisoned in Kilmainham Jail nearby. When 
most of them were executed by the British, this 
inflamed the rest of the country and a full blown 
revolution took place. Ireland became a republic 
except for the few northern counties. This was 
the best agreement the Irish patriots could 
achieve. I had the opportunity to tour the 
Kilmainham jail while in Dublin. It was a very 
powerful experience. One still sees the bullet 
holes from the executions. But, as with Easter, 
out of death cam life for a nation.

EASTER (Continued)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Festivities 
Pictured at left, music and dancing 
under the tent at St. Brendan’s Inn. 
Photos by Shelby Hearley, city of 
Green Bay. More photos by Shelby 
and by Mike Williquette on the 
following pages.
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FIND MORE PHOTOS ONLINE 
Visit our club Website and social media pages to find and share Irish happenings, more photos, and the 
latest updates, including winter weather cancellations for club activities.  

• Our Web site: www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com
• Our Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/158573754175792/

http://www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/158573754175792/
http://www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/158573754175792/


P.O. Box 10612 
Green Bay, WI  54307-0612


