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Shamrock Skibb
 by Nancy Williquette

The club offered a nice variety of social outings throughout the 
summer. The weather cooperate for two of the three. The annual 
Ron McKenzie Memorial Golf Outing was June 24 at Hilly Haven 
Golf Course.  

“We got rained out but we had a nice dinner and great 
conversation,” said Theresa Sincoular.  

The Shamrock Club Picnic was a lively evening of food, music, 
and dancing July 22 at Green Isle Park. 

A field trip to the Burns Cottage in Askeaton was a new outing 
for the group this summer. The Burns family hosted our group in 
their Irish country cottage built in 
1972. 

“Two of Dr. Burns’ daughters and 
their husbands graciously shared the 
family cottage with us,” said Jane 
Gilles. “It was a lovely evening.” 

“They served us all tea and Irish 
bread,” said Leo Malone. The 
community of Askeaton was settled by 
Irish immigrants, according to local 
historians. It is located in southern 
Brown County. The original Askeaton 
is located in the country of Limerick.

SUMMERTIME SOCIALS Next meeting: 
Monday, Oct. 28 

7:00 p.m. 
Village Grille

Charity Auction 
Bring a wrapped item to 

donate and write an 
intriguing line or two that 
will have us guessing and 

bidding.
New this year—featured 
items on Silent Auction.  
See page 2 for photos.
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Photos at left: Shamrock 
Club Summer Picnic goers 
at Green Aisle Park
Photos on page 1: field trip 
to the Burns Cottage in 
August and the annual 
golf outing dinner in June. 
More photos of the Burns 
Cottage trip below, next 
page, and back page.

CHARITY AUCTION 
 Two special items will be 
featured on a silent auction at 
our October Charity Auction. 
Both items are pictured at right. 

 A collectible 2011 
Irishfest poster is framed and 
signed by the artist. An elegant 
Jimmy Hourihan cape was 
donated by O’Meara’s Irish 
House in Door County.
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Photos by Theresa Sincoular 
and Jane Gilles of our 
August field trip to the 
Burns Cottage in Askeaton, 
Wisconsin.
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SKIBB IS GOING DIGITAL 
 The Skibb will have a new look 
next month. Our newsletter will arrive 
via email in a digital format, and this 
October edition will be the final print 
version mailed by post. 

The new format will not only save 
the time and expense of printing and 
mailing, it will enable us to focus our 
resources on engaging and growing our 
membership via digital channels. Look 
for the November Skibb in your email 
inbox, and visit our website anytime at 
www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com.

For readers who do not have access 
to email, printed copies will be available 
for pickup at our monthly meetings or 
from  Theresa Sincoular.

THE IRISH BRIGADE 
 The U.S. Civil War Irish Brigade 
was the topic of our May program. 

Members of 
the group who 
marched in 
our St. 
Patrick’s Day 
parade gave us 
a presentation. 
 Irish-
Americans in 
New York 
formed the 
brigade in the 
mid 19th 
century in 

response to violence and hostility they 
faced as immigrants. When the call to 
arms came for the Civil War in 1860, the 
Irish Brigade had become the 69th 
Regiment and volunteered to fight for the 
Union cause. 
 More about the their origin and 
heroic service in the Civil War, World 
War I, and ever since can be found at 
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-
fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-
day-parade/?

HALF-WAY PARTY 
 Gerry Sloan treated our group of 50+ to 
folk songs and ballads with his vocals and 
acoustic guitar at our September Halfway to St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner and party.  
 The Irish-born Celtic musician had us 
clapping and singing along to Whiskey in the Jar 

and No 
Nay Never, 
and 
charmed us 
with The 
Old 
Triangle 
and Clare 
Island. 

https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
https://nypost.com/2018/03/15/why-the-fighting-69th-leads-off-the-st-patricks-day-parade/?utm_source=email_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
http://www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com
http://www.shamrockclubofgreenbay.com
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 Northern Ireland was designed to lock-in 
Protestant Ascendancy. The six counties of Ulster 
that had Protestant majorities formed Northern 
Ireland and remained in the Union. The other 
three counties of Ulster had Catholic majorities. 
According to the 2011 census, Protestants 
account for 48% of the population and Catholics 
for 45%.  
 Britain decided to leave the European 
Union. Over 56% of the people in Northern 
Ireland voted to stay in the European Union. This 
is growing support for a United Ireland.  
 Sinn Fein came within 1,100 votes of 
beating the Democratic Unionists into second 
place in the Northern Ireland Assembly. The next 
election is in 2022 and Sinn Fein may win, and if 
that happens, they will call for a referendum on 
Northern Ireland's status.  
 The Good Friday Agreement provides for 
a process for bringing about a united Ireland. It 
allows for a referendum on Irish unity if it 
appears likely that a majority of the voters would 
wish Northern Ireland to cease being a part of 
Britain and become a part of Ireland.  
 The Scots voted narrowly to stay in the 
UK in 2014. The campaign for independence has 
gotten stronger. The Scots voted by 63% to stay 
in the European Union. There will be another 
vote on independence in a few years. If Scotland 
goes, it will take the oil fields and the nuclear 
submarine bases with it.  
 The British people wonder why Britain is 
still in Northern Ireland when they are not wanted 
there. The British government has funded 

Northern Ireland while poorer areas of England 
see it as special treatment.  
 Northern Ireland's economy is set to be 
devastated by Brexit. Outside investors would no 
longer base themselves in Northern Ireland. 
Opening in the Republic guarantees lower taxes 
and better access to markets. Northern Ireland 
businesses make Irish unity the obvious solution.  
 The Northern Ireland economy amounts to 
1.5% of the UK economy and must rely on grants 
from the British government each year. Its 
traditional industries have suffered over the years. 
A single Irish state would generate immediate 
economic activity with the North benefiting most.  
 The people in the Republic will have to 
vote on unification too. The reunification of 
Ireland is unfinished business and a deeply held 
belief for most Irish people. Ireland would 
become a bigger player in the European Union. 
Polls show 67% in favor of reunification.  
 As Northern Ireland moves to its 
centenary in 1921, many are asking if it can 
survive much longer. It was built on a 
compromise when Britain couldn't defeat the IRA 
guerrillas during the Irish War of Independence. 
They needed to support the unionists in Northern 
Ireland.  
 The momentum is unstoppable, and a 
United Ireland is on its way. It is predicted that 
there will be a Catholic majority in Northern 
Ireland by 2021. The voters who will ensure a 
United Ireland have already been born. 

Reprinted with the permission of authors Pat 
and Harry McCarthy, newsletter co-editors for 
the Dane County Shamrock Club. 

IS A UNITED IRELAND COMING? 
     by Pat and Harry McCarthy, Dane County Shamrock Club
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THE H-BLOCK SONG 

 Written by Fancie Brolly in 1976,  
this is a song about the struggle over the  
rights of Irish Republicans. H Blocks 
were structures in Britain’s notorious 
prisons that held Irish political prisoners 
in the 1970’s and 80’s.  
 These lyrics are shared with us by 
member Sr. Annice McClure.  

I am a proud young Irishman 
In Ulster’s hills my life began  
A happy boy through green fields ran  
And I kept God’s and man’s laws.  
But when my age was barely ten  
My country’s wrongs were told again  
By tens of thousands marching men  
And my heart stirred to their cause. 

Chorus: 
So I’ll wear no convict’s uniform  
Nor meekly serve my time  
That Britain might brand Ireland’s fight 
Eight hundred years of crime. 

I learned of centuries of strife  
Of cruel laws, injustice rife  
And I saw now in my own young life  
The fruits of foreign sway.  
Protesters threatened, tortured, maimed  
Division nurtured, passions flamed  
Outrage provoked, rights cause 

defamed  
This is the conqueror’s ways. 

Chorus 

Descendants of proud Connaught clan  
Concannon serves cruel Britain’s plan  
Man’s inhumanity to man  
Has spawned a trusty slave.  
No strangers are these bolts and locks  
No new design, these dark H-Blocks  
Black Cromwell lives while Mason stalks  
The bully taunts the brave. 

Chorus 

But I’ll wear no convict’s uniform  
Nor meekly serve my time  
That Britain might brand Ireland’s fight 
Eight hundred years of crime. 

Chorus 

Does Britain need a thousand years  
Of protest, riots, death and tears?  
Or will this last decade of fears  
Of eighty decades spell…  
An end to Ireland’s agony 
New hope for human dignity 
And will the last obscenity  
Be this grim H-Block cell. 

Chorus

IN MEMORIAM 
The Shamrock Club offers their sympathy to the family of Patrick Chambers who 
died October 6, 2019. Pat and Donna, who died in 2013, were founding members of 
our Shamrock Club.
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Nov. 8, 2019   
Over a Pint with Kevin 
Huss & the Third Class 
Minstrels, 8 - 10 p.m. at 
McFleshman’s, Appleton. 
Traditional Irish music and 
signalongs.

Dec. 7, 2019 
The Roving Scallywags 
Celtic Rock, 9 p.m. - 12 
midnight at Rockabilly’s 
Saloon, Green Bay.

Club Calendar 
Oct. 28, 2019 
Monthly club meeting & Vacation Auction
7:00 p.m. Village Grille
Nov. 25, 2019 
Monthly club meeting & Viking House program 
with UWGB professor of History and Archaeology 
Dr. Heidi Sherman
7:00 p.m. Village Grille
Dec. 2, 2019 
Christmas party with music entertainment by 
Kevin Huss. 
5:30 p.m. Details to be announced.
Dec. 8 and 15, 2019 
Hazelwood’s Heritage Holidays

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

Annual Membership 2019 - 2020 
Name(s):__________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________________________ 
Email: ____________________________________________ 

Please make checks 
payable to: 

The Shamrock Club
Single: $20.00    Family: $35.00  Clergy/Religious: $15.00 
   (includes minors under 18) 

RENEW YOUR CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 Annual membership dues are due November 1. Please renew your membership 
by the deadline so an accurate membership directory list can be printed before the 
end of the calendar year. Dues can be handed in at the October 28 meeting or 
mailed to membership chair Michelle Anderson, 5515 County Road PP, De Pere, WI, 
54115.

Thank you in advance, and remember to invite others to join.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



P.O. Box 10612 
Green Bay, WI  54307-0612


	Summertime socials

